Experts Worried About Irradiation Machines - washingtonpost.com

The Washington Jost

WClShingtonpOStCom Sign In | Register Now Print Edition | Subscribe

(@N america Grab a seat

Flying is believing,

Tell all your friends, "Call me!"
Free incoming Plans from $49

# Shop now

rev [ roumes Jormens uocn fororrs

SEARCH: (+) washingtonpost.com [~} Web: =

washingtonpost.com > Health

Experts Worried About Irradiation Machines
Replacement Urged to Thwart Terrorists
By Pamela Hess

Associated Press
Wednesday, October 10, 2007; Page A08

The U.S. government should replace more than 1,000 irradiation machines used in
hospitals and research facilities because terrorists could use the radioactive materials
inside them to make "dirty" bombs, a government advisory panel has concluded.

"Any one of these 1,000-plus sources could shut down 25 square kilometers, anywhere in
the United States, for 40-plus years," according to the Defense Science Board, a panel of
retired military and CIA officials and defense industry experts.
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Replacing the cesium irradiators with X-ray machines

or irradiators that use other materials would cost about

$200 million over five years, but it would take the

most accessible sources of dangerous radioactive Post
material inside the United States "off the table" for

. [+) Discussion Policy
terrorists, the panel says.

The recommendation is part of an as-yet-unreleased Defense Science Board report that
describes how unfriendly nations or terrorist groups could attack the United States with
radiological or biological weapons or blackmail the U.S. government with a threat of a
nuclear detonation, all while manipulating world opinion against the country in the news
media and on the Internet.

The board's report is expected to be released late this year.
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